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PREFACE. 


"Tur zeal for the cultivation of botany which is now so prevalent among the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia, as well as the medical class of the University, * renders a BOTANICAL VADE MECUM 
for those who attend to this pursuit, a desideratum. "The following pages may serve tat purpose. 
"They are therefore given to the publick with a wish that they were better, and a belief that, even 
as they are, they will be useful. 'They contain a catalogue of about four hundred and fifty 
genera of plants, collected within ten miles around Philadelphia. Of this number four hundred 
are indigenous, and the rest are either naturalized or so commonly cultivated among us, that it 


has been deemed. expedient to introduce them into this PRonnoMvs. "They will, of conse- 


* While every votary of this delightful science must view with satisfaction, the augmented train Lacu courts its cbarms, let it 
not be forgotten that in this great city, now the emporium of the sciences and arts of Northern America, scarce E gx of a cen- 
tury bas elapsed since botany may be said to have been known by name alone. To Professor Barton, who kept alive, cherished, and 
increased to a bright flame, a little spark of botanick fire, is certainly to be attributed the present conspicuous predilection for the 
study of this alluring science in Philadelphia. As early as the year 1789, Dr. Barton was appointed Professor of Natural History 
and Botany in the College of Philzdelphia, and in 1791, on the union of the College with the University of Pennsylvania, the trustees 


* of the united institution confirmed the former appointment. Some courses of lectures on botany had been delivered in the College 


of Philadelphia, prior to the year 1789, by Dr. Adam Kubn, whoin his youth enjoyed the peculiar felicity of having been a pupil of 
Linneus. Hence the germ of that love for botany, which was nurtured and expanded by an unremitting zeal, continued in despite of 
obstacles of no trifling magnitude, by the present Professor of Botany in the University, for the space of six and twenty years. Dur- 
ing this period Professor Barton delivered twenty-five* courses of leetures on botany, in which he inculcated a high sense of the real 
benefits of the pursuit, in a medical point of view, with an enthusiasm that gave unequivocal evidence of his attachment to the in- 
terests of the science and the honour of the University. Such was the success of these efforts, that during the period when the laws 
of the medical school rendered it obligatory upon the candidates for its honours to print their inaugural theses, not one commence- 
ment was held without a number of dissertations being published, detailing experiments on the medicinal properties and effects of 
indigenous vegetables; most of them undertaken at the instance and prosecuted under the auspices of the Professor. The authors 
of these tracts were scattered annually, through different sections of the United States; many of them cherished the love for botanick 
pursuits which they had imbibed here—they became botanists. And thus have the exertions of the Professor been seen and felt, 
beyond the precincts of the university. In addition to these facts it may be mentioned, that many years ago Dr. Barton successfully 
applied himself to the production of an elementary work on the principles of botany, of acknowledged excellence. Let not the name 
in the title page of this book lessen in the mind of any one the force or effect of these observations, 'The writer knows himself to 
be capable of impartiality on the subject of them, and in publishing them has taken advantage of the absence in Europe of the Pro- 
fessor, whose presence and desire would in all likelihood have caused their suppression. They were excited by perusing a para- 
graph in the review] of Clinton's Introductory Discourse beforethe New-York Literary and Philosophical Society—are conscientiously 
unbiassed, though made with an honest pride, and a desire to * render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar's.? 


* The vacancy that oceurred in the school during the absence of Dr. Barton last summer in Europe, was filled by a luminous eourse of 
elementary and philosophical lectures on Botany, by Mr. Corréa. 


t Review of Clinton's Discourse in The Port Folio for August 1815. 


vi PREFACE. 
queues be described among those which are strictly the spontaneous growth of the neighbour- 
ing country, in the FronaA PurrApELPHICA. Sincea design of publishing that work was first 
announced, some little alteration has been made in the plan proposed. It was first intended to 
confine the collections for the Flora to the mere indigenous plants of the neighbourhood. At 
the suggestion ofa botanical friend, the author has concluded to extend the plan of the work so 
as to embrace, in addition to these, such vegetables as have become, fortuitously or by design, 
common companions of the native productions.of the soil. But, as it is a matter of some diffi- 
culty, after passing the pale which circumscribes the native plants, to establish judicious li- 
mits to the aberration, the author has determined to incorporate with the indigenous cat 
only the very common ornamental trees and shrubs—those plants which We ne 
vegetables of the table—those employed as condiments, or used to enhance the savouriness of 
dietetick articles, and such others, as are so habitually introduced into the common gardens 
of the adjacent country, or used in agriculture, that they have becoine, in a measure, naturalized 
among us. Such, for example, are the foreign grasses and vegetables cultivated by the peasan-- 
try; the numerous fruit-trees, and fruit.bearing shrubs, that are to be found in every garden; 
the culinary pot-herbs reared in rural or city horticulture—and such other plants as are, from 
their possessing or being supposed to possess, medicinal properties, brought to market and em- 
ployed in domestick medicine. . All these are continually presented to our observation, and would, 
inevitably, be sought for in a local Flora by the student of botany, the amateurs of that science, 
and others, whose residence in the neighbourhood of their growth, renders them the objects of 
curiosity, of pleasure, or of use inany way. For what every one meets with as common as the 
grass by the way-sides, no one unacquainted with the minutiz of botany would suppose to be 
hardy intruders from foreign countries, tenaciously persisting in the right of possession, or the na- 
tives of far distant climes, which the taste, the appetite, the pride, and sometimes even the pre- 
judices of people, have drawn into their gardens and their grounds, where the same causes ope- 
rate in insuring their nurture and preservation. i 
The plants enumerated in this catalogue have been collected since the month of April, 1814. 
After that period, hardly one week of the floral season has passed by, particularly during the last 
summer, without an effort to procure the plants whose inflorescence was matured. Indeed, for 
weeks at a time, the author has made almost daily excursions with a view to enlarge his stock, 
and for opportunities of ascertaining the time of flowering and fructification of such plants 
as he intended to describe. Notwithstanding these exertions, he cannot present the list as com- 
plete. Many plants have doubtless eluded his observation. Not all, however, of those collect- 
ed, are here enumerated: for many of the grasses that were culled, he has not been able, for 
want of books, to ascertain correctly. "The deficiency of those indispensable aids has been most 
felt, in investigation of the cryptogamick class, which will consequently be found very im- 


perfectly filled. — As, however, this Prodromus is, in itself, a mere appendage to a more exten- 


PREFACE. ; vii 


sive and complete work, these deficiencies are, comparatively, of little importance. Subsequent 
study, under more propitious circumstances, will supply what is now wanting. 

"The author takes this opportunity of acknowledging the assistance he received during his col- 
lections from the late Dr. Henry Muhlenberg* of Lancaster, and Mr. Corréa de Serra: for the 
countenance and encouragement of these botanists he shall ever feel himself grateful; from Mr. 
Zaccheus Collins, also, a gentleman who has united the successful cultivation of botany, with 
other branches of natural science, the author has received some auxiliary attentions, for which 


he returns his thanks. 


THE AUTHOR. 
222 JFalnut-street, October lst, 1815. 


* The pious, the learned Muhlenberg is no more! With him has fallen one of the oldest, the strongest pillars of that extensive fa- 
bric his exertions contributed so largely to raise—the edifice of botanick science in America. His merits, though chiefly confined 
to nomenclatural botany, were ofthe highest order. In giving information he was conscientious as truth itself, and his patience and 
industry in correcting the errours and confusion of botany, have scarce a parallel. Ever ready to assist the young botanist, and to 
banish from his sight, obstacles which in his own progress he himself had perseveringly overcome, it seems extraordinary that few, 
if any, of the large number that have profited by his labours and been the objects of his personal or epistolary instruction, should 
have acknowledged the extent of his assistance! "The friend, whose succour contributed to raise us to our desired elevation, is often, 
when no longer useful, cast away! Dr. Muhlenberg enjoyed the correspondence of some of the first European botanists of the age, 
Schreber, Smith, Willdenow, &c. and the rich volumes of the Species Plantarum by the latter, are enhanced in no small degree by 
the communications made to him by our American botanist. The posthumous works of Dr. Muhlenberg are anxiously expected by 
the lovers of botany. When they are presented to the publick, and the Flor: Virginica of Professor Barton, which is partly print- 
ed, appears, the ES iers to the successful cultivation of botany in the United States will be removed—since these, together 
D Pursh's Flora, dy published, though it has not reached this country, will fill the present chasm in the botanical libraries of 

merica. 
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 


Fon the abbreviated characters of the flowers and the fruit, the 
writer of this Prodromus is indebted to Dr. Muhlenberg's Catalogue. 
The plants marked with an asterisk (*) have not been found by the 
author, but are inserted on the authority of others. All others not 
so marked, have been actually collected by him, and most of them 
preserved in his herbarium. "The errours liable to be. committed by 
the student in the examination of plants, owing to the perplexity of 
botanical synonima, are obviated by adding both the generick and 
specifick synonymes, when they have been known. 

C. stands for cultus, cultivated; and when placed opposite to the 
name of a plant denotes that it is commonly cultivated. 

Cic. stands for Cicur, naturalized; and when placed opposite 
tothe name of a plant, signifies that it was originally from foreign 
countries, and has become as it were, indigenous. 

Hort. stands for Hortis, and signifies that the plants to which it 
is prefixed, though natives of the United States, are not indigen- 
ous in the vicinity of Philadelphia, but commonly found'in gardens. 

9 placed opposite the name of a plant signifies that it is an annual. 

* biennial. 

4 perennial. 


» frutescent. 
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ABBREVIATED NAMES OF AUTHORS, 


AND THE NAMES OF THEIR WORKS USED IN THIS 


PRODROMUS. 


"lit. Aiton. Hortus Kewensis. 

Bart. Barton. Flora Virginica. 

Bartr. Bartram. Catalogue of Plants in Kingsess Gardens. 

Curt. Curtis. Flora Londinensis. 

Defs. Defontaines. Paper in the Annales du Museum, &c. 

Don. Donn. 

Gert. Gaertner. 

P Her. V'Heritier. Stirpes Nove, descriptionibus et iconibus illustratze. 

Lam. Lambert. 

L. Linnzus. Species Plantarum. 

AMuhl. Muhlenberg. Catalogus Plantarum Septentrionalis Americz; and his manuscript com- 
. munications to me. 

AMarsh. Marshall | Arbustrum Americanum. 

JMich. Michaux. Flora Boreali- Americana. 

Mich. f. Michaux Filius. Histoire des Arbres Forestiers de l'Amerique Septentrionale. 

Pers. Persoon. Synopsis Plantarum. 

Pur. Pursh. / 

Sal. Salisbury. 

Sm. Smith. Flora Brit. —English Botany—and papers in the Linnaean. Soc. Trans. 

ISwa. Swartz.* 

Walt. Walter. Flora Caroliniana. 

JF:lid. Willdenow. Species Plantarum Linnaei. 

With. Withering. Arrangement of British Piants. 
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